.~ HOW TALL MUST A TALE BE TO BE TRULY TALL? incredible, but also a one-off, and willfully told. The following ?‘* -
4 Arabic literature is full of more or less incredible ‘aja’ib wa- tales from my library meet those criteria to varying degrees. Allof =
; ghara’ib, wonders and marvels—pearls formed from raindrops, them, though, are indisputably fishy. :
stones that make you laugh or cry, tribes of half-people with one Pearls from raindrops were a persistent fancy. The follow-
©  arm, one leg and so on who hop about secluded wastes and spout  ing further addition to the unnatural history of oysters appears
g spontaneous Arabic verse. Some of these preternatural phenom- in Abu Zayd’s supplement, of about 900 ce, to Sulayman the
= | ena might have begun as tall stories, but over time they gained Merchant’s Accounts. Despite the title, the setting is Arabian;
”: credence in the retelling, and often ended up as parables of the despite the author’s claim only a few paragraphs later that he has
| limitless possibilities of creation. avoided unbelievable tales, to my mind the last part of the anec-
i Perhaps to be truly tall a story should not only be utterly dote leaps the bounds of credibility with panache:
{ In days long past, a Bedouin turned up in al-Basrah with an -
' extremely valuable pearl. Having no idea of its worth, he took it l‘t“éﬂ%m
to a druggist of his acquaintance, showed it to him and asked him e%d/“@’l&‘m @%
s - %V%@ an
what it was. The druggist told him that the object was a pearl. T O/Zew%a $or oy -
“What’s it worth?” the Bedouin asked. / ey, 7 w@;o Coredintyy =
“A hundred dirhams;* the druggist replied. ;’ZJOZW%I(/WW&@#%/OO
_1' The Bedouin thought this was an enormous sum. “Would any- ety o/%%
e 4 Peace.” Yy give me h for it?” he said. :
This. “the Cily of i X 2N .
wM_mwﬁwwm—.ﬂw The druggist immediately paid a hundred dirhams, and
oflici /w/rwf?/yw Abbasid  the Bedouin went off and bought provisions-for his family. As for -
Wmm/omdm 762, the druggist, he took the pearl to and sold it
1t 16, mone. usually knor there for a large sum of money, with which e was able X
- b%mpmmnmeoém his business. %&M ‘ =

w/%e that L The druggist mentioned that he asked the Bedouin how he had %%{@w% fed oy,
dite. EW’ got hold of the pearl. “l was passihe Bedouin told %e{ %‘9% uaﬁﬁ '45%4
him—this being part of the land of al-Bahrayn, a short distance %@%%@

from the seashore—“when | saw a fox lying dead on the sand. | g,{%o;;’:@

noticed that something had attached itself to the fox’s muzzle, so %g

| went down to it and found the thing was like a dish with a lid, all




