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@W'MMWM d him, and also gave him a thousand dirhams more,.to 977@%{(“2‘;’;%%
amafeﬁll”m . b _Ilve TAs for the other slave, his master was so angry with him %%W@QZMWZ S
MWWMW%W or letting the other man’s slave outdo him in cleverness that he %%Q%
4550 aﬂﬂm(m“m treated him with the utmost contempt.” o
The story resurfaces a hundred years later in the south Arabian favorite maritime raconteur, the 10th-century Captain Buzurg ibn
port of Aden, where the traveler Ibn Battuta heard it. In his ver- Shahriyar of Ramhurmuz, was—unlike the narrator of the tale of
sion, the fish has metamorphosed into a ram, and the price the deadly oyster above—an unrepentant yarn-spinner. Believe, if

| .- - : i ninin
= "Wf Z W/‘ZE the water had not risen above its normal level, and were amazed

ad ab-Mujauin—
_to&léy«/m Wm/wam&t that a tremendous blow like that had had no effect. When they

o

2 m%mmmﬂw
mg{ mmw,&m At this the druggist realized what had happened. The oys-

anotthen ol chestudl. . ter had left the sea and gone onto the shore to sniff the wind, as
oysters are accustomed to do. The fox had passed by and spot-

ted the meat inside the oyster as it lay there with its mouth open,

and had pounced, stuck its muzzle in the shell and got hold of the

Caltod Tatikh al-Muatabaite. meat. At this the oyster had clamped shut on the fox’s muzzle....

} WW#MW‘% When the fox felt itself being asphyxiated, it had rushed about,

tim W@Qeek&fog%ceea"&/' hitting the oyster on the ground, right and left, until it had run out
of breath and died and the oyster had died too.

In the next tale, hungry foxes wreak their revenge. The source is mountains of Yemen. Gi
Ibn al-Mujawir’s wonder-stuffed 13th-century description of the water does indeed freeze in Sana’a in cold years. The subsequent
western and southern parts of the Arabian Peninsula, and the claim is, as Ibn al-Mujawir himself notes, magnificently tall.
setting of the story is my adoptive hometown of Sana’a in the Goage
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%WU;WW@ ater freezes there. | was informed by W/Zm%‘/&za&w -
didbious) $njnpels o o who said, “The water freezes arounckgeese and cranes>so that WW o

) but /
m/bnaé-MW‘{wbmf;l the only parts of their bodies that are visible are their heads. %WZ@@M&W%%
oltherwise, { think. i Wh is happens(Durayn—that is, the fox=-comes over the m%(%ewm@

ice and bites off the birds’ bn al-Mujawir said, “This is &

€ads.
~ Aot
0 /,ma,a/zqamﬂﬂ”w-&@ an impossibility, because nothing can freeze around any body ”’Z 4 . oty o
[W “Pe#/lﬂ/ﬂﬂ. 4@0@'4‘1{3‘/ % in which the vital spirit is present, since its innate heat over- @, /. ”’ZW%W@' ¥l
,o/wt/e/zbgmt WMWMZQW comes the cold. Therefore, water can only freeze around some- %Mi %m %{ =
away. DWW””“Z@:Z%,, thing dead, for life is by nature hot and moist, while death is cold %%%M% y
atno ' and dry.” My, Yl -
The next tale, also from Ibn al-Mujawir’s book, doesn’t reach the literally fishy. I include it to show how such anecdotes did the
same height of improbability, but it is both metaphorically and rounds of suqgs and centuries, shifting shape along the way. . w
K Ww&azmm&ea/é&t% | was informed by acdd#fazi man, “who said, “The pafticular food F
" Caud Avabin. + of the Persians living at Siraf was thecdayrak fistb In certain sea- et ~

Wﬁg sons, however, it was in very short supply. During such a period, ‘234%/ 5,‘ Z”%@

two young slaves belonging to two different merchants went out it %e% “ree, degy-
W MWMW to buy a dayrak, as the fishermen had brought one in. The two %WW Bty =
~he s slaves bid against each other for it, and one of them ended up 2 %C’%m
Mwnﬁ//edllﬁm- paying a thousand dirhams for the fish. When the slave took the %/f‘t a
master was so delighted with what he had done Wﬂ%@gfzﬂj}%

you will, this story told him by a seagoing friend: :

AMWMQWW“‘L He heard one of th en telling how he once set sail from -
theay agal M“Wm Aden on ssel bound for Jidda. When they were level with /Z%@%g .
lhn Baiiute, means et L (Zayla™>a fish rammed into the ship and gave it such a devil of Y, oy

(@Oﬁmd"w %WW% a blow that the crew were sure it had smashed the h}JII. But
M&W‘W when the crewmen went down into the bilges, they found that > RN

hene—is sttt cdoing




