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CARL VON HOFFMAN; OWEN OXLEY

Six Decades 2010: Aramco World/Saudi Aramco World 1949 - 2009

The story of Aramco World—predecessor
publication of Saudi Aramco World—
begins in November 1949 in New York,
at Aramco’s headquarters, then at 505
Park Avenue. The company was 16 years
old; World War 11 had been over for four

years. In Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, oil pro-
duction was soaring to 40 times its wartime levels. To the
Americans, “it was as if a new frontier were opening:
Seemingly unlimited resources were being discovered in
an unknown land,” wrote former Aramco World assistant
editor Bill Tracy. “Following so closely the horror of two

World Wars, the boom
was exhilarating, easily
understood as a sign of
a brighter future.”

The company had
grown to more than
1000 employees, and
every year, more and
more of them were
moving to work in
Dhahran. Before
departure, each new

“Preference for cooperation and ...
deep respect for Saudi Arabia’s

heritage marked Aramco’s

philosophical break with an era of
one-sided resource exploitation in

the Middle East.”

William Tracy, “Aramco World Turns 50,"

Nov/Dec 1999

employee received a handbook containing not only the com-
pany’s rules, but also advice to help bridge what Tracy
called “the natural but enormous cultural gaps” between
America and Saudi Arabia. As the workforce grew, in 1949
Aramco’s executives launched a newsletter that, in its open-
ing paragraph, announced its intention to “break down

walls of isolation so that our people in
America will be helped to see beyond
their immediate surroundings.”

But that first issue lacked something
essential—a name on the front page. The
winner of the naming contest turned out
to be the college-sophomore daughter
of Aramco comptroller Bill Trust.
Today, Anne Trust Daly is a retired
middle-school teacher and mother of
five grown children.

“My dad had come home and said
that the in-house paper was
going to be published and
needed some names. And he
said, ‘If you are interested, it
is a fifty-dollar prize.” Well,
of course, I was in school,
and that sounded really quite
good,” she recalls from her
home in Connecticut. Until
this year, when Saudi
Aramco World contacted
her, she had lost touch with
the magazine she named. “I'm very
impressed with it, and when I was teach-
ing, it would have been a wonderful
addition to the information we had in the
classroom. At the time, we had nothing
to compare with it.” &

Far left: In this photo published
in January 1950—the date of
the first issue to carry the name
Aramco World—Anne Trust
receives her $50 prize from
Aramco president William F.
Moore. In college and on a

tight schedule, “l didn’t even

consider asking to leave class five minutes early,”
she recalls. “l had to really tear down there. | was a
couple minutes late, and my father was very upset
because the president was waiting.” Listen to
Anne Daly’s story at www.saudiaramcoworld.com.
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Patterns of Moon, Patterns of Sun

WRITTEN BY PAUL LUNDE

The bijri calendar

In AD 638, six years after the death of the Prophet Muham-
mad, Islam’s second caliph ‘Umar recognized the necessity
of a calendar to govern the affairs of the Muslims. This was
first of all a practical matter. Correspondence with military
and civilian officials in the newly conquered lands had to
be dated. But Persia used a different calendar from Syria,
where the caliphate was based; Egypt used yet another.
Each of these calendars had a different starting point,

or epoch. The Sasanids, the ruling dynasty of Persia, used
June 16, AD 632, the date of the accession of the last Sasa-
nid monarch, Yazdagird 1. Syria, which until the Muslim
conquest was part of the Byzantine Empire, used a form of
the Roman “Julian” calendar, with an epoch of October 1,
312 Bc. Egypt used the Coptic calendar, with an epoch

of August 29, AD 284. Although all were solar, and hence
geared to the seasons and containing 365 days, each also
had a different system for periodically adding days to com-
pensate for the fact that the true length of the solar year

is not 365 but 365.2422 days.

In pre-Islamic Arabia, various other systems of measur-
ing time had been used. In South Arabia, some calendars
apparently were lunar, while others were lunisolar, using
months based on the phases of the moon but intercalating
days outside the lunar cycle to synchronize the calendar
with the seasons. On the eve of Islam, the Himyarites ap-
pear to have used a calendar based on the Julian form, but
with an epoch of 110 BC. In central Arabia, the course of
the year was charted by the position of the stars relative to
the horizon at sunset or sunrise, dividing the ecliptic into
28 equal parts corresponding to the location of the moon
on each successive night of the month. The names of the
months in that calendar have continued in the Islamic cal-
endar to this day and would seem to indicate that, before
Islam, some sort of lunisolar calendar was in use, though it
is not known to have had an epoch other than memorable
local events.

There were two other reasons ‘Umar rejected existing
solar calendars. The Qur’an, in Chapter 10, Verse 5, states
that time should be reckoned by the moon. Not only that,
calendars used by the Persians, Syrians and Egyptians were
identified with other religions and cultures. He therefore
decided to create a calendar specifically for the Mus-

lim community. It would be lunar, and it would have 12
months, each with 29 or 30 days.

This gives the lunar year 354 days, 11 days fewer than
the solar year. ‘Umar chose as the epoch for the new Muslim
calendar the hijrah, the emigration of the Prophet Muham-
mad and 70 Muslims from Makkah to Madinah, where
Muslims first attained religious and political autonomy.
The hijrab thus occurred on 1 Muharram 1 according to the
Islamic calendar, which was named “hijri” after its epoch.
(This date corresponds to July 16, AD
622 on the Gregorian calendar.) Today

It is he who made the sun to be a shining glory, and the

moon to be a light (of beauty), and measured out stages for
her, that ye might know the number of years and the count
(of time). —The Qur'an, Chapter 10 (“Yunus”), Verse 5

February every fourth year, effectively compensating for the
solar year’s length of 365.2422 days. This Julian calendar
was used throughout Europe until AD 1582.

In the Middle Ages, the Christian liturgical calendar was
grafted onto the Julian one, and the computation of lunar
festivals like Easter, which falls on the first Sunday after the
first full moon after the spring equinox, exercised some of
the best minds in Christendom. The
use of the epoch AD 1 dates from the

in the West, it is customary, when writ-
ing hijri dates, to use the abbreviation
AH, which stands for the Latin anno
hegirae, “year of the hijrah.”

Because the Islamic lunar calendar
is 11 days shorter than the solar, it
is therefore not synchronized to the
seasons. Its festivals, which fall on the
same days of the same lunar months

Though they share 12
lunar cycles—months—per
solar year, the hijri calendar

uses actual moon phases
to mark them, whereas the
Gregorian calendar adjusts
its nearly lunar months to

synchronize with the sun.

sixth century, but did not become
common until the 10th. Because the
zero had not yet reached the West
from Islamic lands, a year was lost
between 1 BC and AD 1.

The Julian year was nonetheless
11 minutes and 14 seconds too long.
By the early 16th century, due to the
accumulated error, the spring equinox

each year, make the round of the sea-

sons every 33 solar years. This 11-day difference between
the lunar and the solar year accounts for the difficulty of
converting dates from one system to the other.

The Gregorian calendar

The early calendar of the Roman Empire was lunisolar,
containing 355 days divided into 12 months beginning on
January 1. To keep it more or less in accord with the actual
solar year, a month was added every two years. The system
for doing so was complex, and cumulative errors gradually
misaligned it with the seasons. By 46 BC, it was some three
months out of alignment, and Julius Caesar oversaw its
reform. Consulting Greek astronomers in Alexandria, he
created a solar calendar in which one day was added to

Converting Dates

was falling on March 11 rather than
where it should, on March 21. Copernicus, Christophorus
Clavius and the physician Aloysius Lilius provided the
calculations, and in 1582 Pope Gregory Xiil ordered that
Thursday, October 4, 1582 would be followed by Friday,
October 15, 1582. Most Catholic countries accepted the
new “Gregorian” calendar, but it was not adopted in
England and the Americas until the 18th century. Its use
is now almost universal worldwide. The Gregorian year is
nonetheless 25.96 seconds ahead of the solar year, which
by the year 4909 will add up to an extra day. ®

Paul Lunde (paul_lunde@hotmail.com) is currently a research
associate with the Civilizations in Contact Project at Cambridge
University.

he following equations convert roughly from Gregorian to hijri and vice versa. However, the results can be slightly
misleading: They tell you only the year in which the other calendar’s year begins. For example, 2010 Gregorian
includes all but the first 14 days of AH 1431, and it includes the first 25 days of AH 1432.

Gregorian year = [(32 x Hijri year) =+ 33] + 622

Hijri year = [(Gregorian year — 622) x 33] + 32

Alternatively, there are more precise calculators available on the Internet: Try www.rabiah.com/convert/ and

www.ori.unizh.ch/hegira.html.




Aramco World

FEERUARY, 1958

SIDON, LEBANON
Ancient E':'l;r. Modern Land

“Nobody at the time

was thinking in terms
of ‘cultural diversity.’
The Cold War domi-
nated foreign affairs,
and even the term
“Third World" was
new.... In retrospect,
it is remarkable that
the foundation of
Aramco World's inter-
cultural approach was
so soundly laid so
early on.”



JANUARY

MUHARRAM — SAFAR 1431

FEBRUARY

SAFAR—RABI’ | 1431

Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday = Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday = Wednesday  Thursday Friday
1 1 2 3 4 5
15 17 18 19 20 21

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 6 7 8 9 10 1 12

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 22 23 24 25 26 27 28

9 10 1 12 13 14 15 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 29 30 1 2 3 4 5

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

1 2 3 4 5 6 7/ 6 / 8 9 10 11 12

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 27 28

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 13 14

30 31

15 16



“The Middle East
was a place where
modernity and history
mixed at every turn, a
place of fascinatingly
deep roots and
spectacular new,
emerging wings."

CAMPING IN THE EMPTY QUARTER



MARCH APRIL

RABI | —RABI" I 1431 RABI" II—JUMADA 1| 1431

Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday = Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday = Wednesday  Thursday Friday
1 2 3 4 5 1 2
15 16 17 18 19 16 17

6 7 8 9 10 1 12 5 6 7 8 9

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

Easter

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

27 28 29 30 1 2 3 25 26 27 28 29 1 2

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

4 5 6 7/ 8 9 10 3 4 5 6 / 8 9

27 28 29 30 31 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

11 12 13 14 15 10 11 12 13 14 15 16




“The magazine's
message was not
that people are all
the same, but that
their differences are
of mutual interest
and their societies
interdependent,
and that seeking
to understand
one another is an
intrinsically mutually
enlightening process.
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MAY JUNE

JUMADA | — JUMADA II 1431 JUMADA Il — RAJAB 1431

Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday = Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday = Wednesday  Thursday Friday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 18 19 20 21
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
1 2 3 4 5 6 7/ 29 1 2 3 4 5 6
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 7/ 8 9 10 11 12 13
29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30

15 16 17 14 15 16 17 18




ARAMCO WORLD
magazine

"By then it was a well-

established tradition
that Aramco World
wrote about the oil
industry or Aramco
itself only when the
story was of interest to
its general readership.”



JuLy AUGUST

RAJAB — SHA’ABAN 1431 SHA’ABAN — RAMADAN 1431

Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday = Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday = Wednesday  Thursday Friday
1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6
19 20 20 21 22 23 24 25

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 1 12 13

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 26 27 28 29 1 2 3

10 1" 12 13 14 15 16 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

28 29 30 1 2 3 4 4 5 6 / 8 9 10

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

5 6 7/ 8 9 10 11 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 28 29 30 31

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 18 19 20 21

31

19



“The degree of public
understanding that
would constitute a
favorable business
climate, although
greater than in the
past, was still lacking
in many respects.”
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SEPTEMBER OCTOBER

RAMADAN — SHAWWAL 1431 SHAWWAL — DHU AL-QA'DAH 1431
Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday = Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday = Wednesday  Thursday Friday
1 2 3 1
22 23 24 22
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
25 26 27 28 29 30 1 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Id al-Fitr
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
2 3 4 5 6 7/ 8 1 2 3 4 5 6 /
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
25 26 27 28 29 30 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
16 17 18 19 20 21 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
30 31

22 23



“As interest in Arab
cultures and Islam
soared after the horrors
of 9/11 and the wars
that followed, Saudi
Aramco World was
no longer alone as an
intercultural voice,
yet its point of view—
neither entirely western
nor entirely Arab—
remains unique.”




NOVEMBER DECEMBER

DHU AL-QA'DAH — DHU AL-HIJJAH 1431 DHU AL-HIJJAH 1431 — MUHARRAM 1432

Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday = Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday = Wednesday  Thursday Friday
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3
24 25 26 27 28 25 26 27

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

29 1 2 3 4 5 6 28 29 30 1 2 3 4

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 1 12 13 14 15 16 17

/ 8 9 10 11 12 13 5 6 7/ 8 9 10 11
‘Id al-Adha

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

27 28 29 30 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

21 22 23 24 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

Christmas




audi Aramco World regards “the

Muslim world”—an increasingly

blurry category—as part of a global
“us,” not as a “them.” Our writers and
photographers are in sympathy with their
subjects and enthusiastic about them, while
simultaneously maintaining a professional
critical detachment toward them. Because
we do not assume that our readers are either
familiar with this point of view or already
interested in our subject matter, it is up to our
contributors to attract the readers’ attention
and arouse their interest. The best articles
take into account a reader’s culturally exterior
point of view and bring him or her toward
an understanding of an interior angle on the
subject: How do the people who live in or
work with the place or culture or topic at hand
view their history, their experience? Is that
similar to, or different from, how outsiders
see it? Our contributors show aspects of the
subject that casual outside observers might
miss. They go beyond the visible and the
superficial to make connections, point out
implications, give reasons or make clear the
historical background using credible—often
local—sources.

—Guidelines for Contributors

www.saudiaramcoworld.com

ubscriptions to the print edition of

Saudi Aramco World are available

without charge to a limited number
of readers. Multiple-copy subscriptions for
seminars or classrooms are also available.
Subscriptions may be requested at www.
saudiaramcoworld.com or as follows:
From Saudi Arabia, send request to Public
Relations, Saudi Aramco, Box 5000, Dhahran
31311; from all other countries, send a signed
and dated request by mail to Saudi Aramco
World, PO Box 2106, Houston, Texas 77252,
usA, by e-mail to saworld@aramcoservices.
com or by fax to +1 (713) 432-5536. No
subscription is required to read the online
edition at www.saudiaramcoworld.com.

The texts of all back issues of Aramco World
and Saudi Aramco World can be found on
our Web site, www.saudiaramcoworld.com,
where they are fully indexed, searchable

and downloadable. Articles from issues
since the end of 2003 include photographs.
In addition, many photographs from past
issues are available at www.photoarchive.
saudiaramcoworld.com, and licensing for
approved uses is royalty-free.

A searchable, indexed reference disk contain-
ing pDF scans of all print-edition articles, from
1950 to 2007, is also available upon request,
without charge, from the addresses above.

www.aramcoservices.com
www.saudiaramco.com





